92                        Johnson and Paoli.                [A.D. 171
into a violent declamation against the Corsicans, of who heroism I talked in high terms. ' Sir, (said he,) what is ; this rout about the Corsicans ? They have been at war wi the Genoese for upwards of twenty years, and have never y taken their fortified towns. They might have battered do\ their walls, and reduced them to powder in twenty yea They might have pulled the walls in pieces, and cracked t stones with their teeth in twenty years.' It was in vain argue with him upon the want of artillery: he was not to resisted for the moment.
On the evening of October 10, I presented Dr. Johns to General Paoli. I had greatly wished that two men, i whom I had the highest esteem, should meet1. They m with a manly ease, mutually conscious of their own abiliti and of the abilities of each other. The General spoke Italis and Dr. Johnson English, and understood one another ve well, with a little aid of interpretation from me, in which compared myself to an isthmus which joins two great cc tinents. Upon Johnson's approach, the General said,' Frc what I have read of your works, Sir, and from what ft Boswell has told me of you, I have long held you in gre veneration.' The General talked of languages being form on the particular notions and manners of a people, withe knowing which, we cannot know the language. We m know the direct signification of single words; but by the no beauty of expression, no sally of genius, no wit is c( veyed to the mind. All this must be by allusion to otf ideas. ' Sir, (said Johnson,) you talk of language, as if y had never done any thing else but study it, instead of gove; ing a nation.' The General said,' Questo e tin troppo gr complimento;' this is too great a compliment. Johnson j swered,' I should have thought so, Sir, if I had not heard y talk.' The General asked him, what he thought of t spirit of infidelity which was so prevalent2. JOHNSON. '£
1 ' What an idea may we not form of an interview between sue! scholar and philosopher as Mr. Johnson, and such a legislatour a general as Paoli.' Boswell's Corsica,^. 198.
3 Mr. Stewart, who in 1768 was sent on a secret mission to Paoli
tl nothing from me, I had in my pocket a handful of copper money, three or four silver dollars, and five pistoles in gold. As he proceeded I began to soften, and concluded to give the copper. Another stroke of his oratory made me ashamed of that,and determined me to give the silver; and he finished so admirably that I emptied my pocket wholly into the collector's dish, gold and all.'
